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Zealous transactional pro bono leader builds career
advocating for nonprofits and mentoring others

Katherine Hughes has delved headfirst into the world of
nonprofit law and transactional pro bono work over many
decades of her career. Currently at Fordham Law School,

until earlier this year Ms. Hughes served as the first Pro Bono
Attorney at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton, responsible for
developing and launching the firm’s corporate and transactional
pro bono practice. She was later promoted to serve as the
firm’s Global Pro Bono Counsel, directing firmwide pro bono
efforts around the world. Early in her time at Cleary, she joined
Lawyers Alliance as an extern, working on matters alongside
Lawyers Alliance staff attorneys.

While at Cleary, Ms. Hughes expanded the firm’s transactional
practice, increasing access to these pro bono opportunities,
including working on and supervising many Lawyers Alliance
matters. In addition, she is a leader in the New York nonprofit
legal community, having recently completed a term as co-chair
of the New York City Bar’s Non-Profit Organizations Committee
and serving as a member of the Government Relations Council
of Nonprofit New York. Ms. Hughes has also been named a
Trailblazer for her work in transactional pro bono by The New
York Law Journal.

Ms. Hughes has worked on more than 50 Lawyers Alliance
matters with 35 clients, but she has served as a supervisor and
mentor on countless others.

Q. How do the nonprofits you’ve worked with enrich their
communities?

At the moment, | am focusing on supporting nonprofits that lift
up New York City’s small business community through Fordham'’s
Entrepreneurial Law Clinic, while I'm also working with a new
nonprofit that brings together Afghan women journalists to tell
the story of the effects of conflict and war on populations around
the world. The work of my clients is often very local, for example,
helping low-income New Yorkers start and grow small businesses,
but it can also be international in nature, for example, advocat-
ing for the rights of LGBTQ individuals in Irag. My commitment
to nonprofit work really began through my firm’s pro bono
program, but increased exponentially through an externship | did
with Lawyers Alliance many years ago. That externship — and the
wonderful attorneys and staff | worked with at Lawyers Alliance —
showed me what it means to be a lawyer and an advisor to
nonprofits and changed the course of my career.

“Katherine was one of the first Pro Bono Attorneys focused
on transactional work. At Cleary, she built a robust
nonprofit practice, sharing her expertise with colleagues
and the larger community. At Lawyers Alliance, we have
relied on Katherine as a trusted and thoughtful partner in
the nonprofit space, and we are thrilled to have played a
role in steering her career.”

— Laren E. Spirer

Program and Strategy Director,
Lawyers Alliance

Graduate of:
Fordham Law School



