
M&A partner builds lasting relationships with 
education and youth nonprofits

Once Lawyers Alliance clients work with Waajid Siddiqui, 
they want to work with him again. In the seven years he 
has been volunteering with Lawyers Alliance, Mr. Siddiqui 
has built strong relationships with Harlem Grown, which 
promotes healthy living, health education, and sustainability 
through mentorship and hands-on education, and Civic News 
Company, the publisher of nonprofit newsrooms Chalkbeat, 
Votebeat, and Healthbeat. Harlem Grown’s community 
partners are key to its work; Mr. Siddiqui has helped structure 
a fiscal sponsorship agreement and reviewed a Memoranda 
of Understanding. As Chalkbeat evolved into Civic News 
Company, he has helped with a license agreement, contract 
reviews, and a term sheet and service agreement. 

Q. What’s the most rewarding aspect of pro bono work? 

At a time when financial considerations seem to eclipse 
commitment to the rule of law, pro bono work is affirming 
that legal work (no matter the context) is about ensuring that 
fairness and equality are not the province of only those with 
economic power. 
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“Waajid has been a fan favorite over at Civic News 
Company; our CEO was so impressed by his depth of 
knowledge and strategic thinking that she specifically 
requests to work with him on any legal reviews for which 
she participates. Waajid has supported us over the years 
as we expanded from Chalkbeat to Civic News Company. 
He’s helped support multiple legal projects that allow us 
to publish impactful local journalism across the country. 
From helping us finalize a content management license 
agreement to formalizing partnership and publishing 
agreements, Waajid has helped us keep the trains rolling 
as we’ve grown our publication to cover K-12 education, 
elections, and public health in 15 communities across the 
United States.”
		      —	 Bethanie Glaser
			   Vice President, Strategy & Operations,  
			   Civic News Company 
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