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Kirkland & Ellis Leaders Steer Law Firm Appeal to New Heights
Lawyers Alliance’s 2020-2021 Law Firm Appeal raised 
a record-breaking $932,600 from 82 participating 
law firms, including eight new donor firms. Lawyers 
Alliance applauds the outstanding Co-Chairs of this 
recent Appeal, Jon A. Ballis and Edward O. Sassower 
of Kirkland & Ellis LLP, for their excellent leadership. 
They were integral to the success of the Appeal. 

Mr. Ballis is Chairman of Kirkland’s Executive 
Committee, the governing body of Kirkland & Ellis. 
He has long been recognized as one of the leading 
private equity attorneys in the United States. 

Mr. Ballis said, “Kirkland & Ellis is proud to have led 
this year’s Law Firm Appeal, a significant source of 
funding for Lawyers Alliance’s work with organi-
zations on the front-lines addressing today’s most 
pressing needs. The commitment and participation 
of law firms, both financially and through pro bono 
legal expertise, is essential to the success of these 
not-for-profit organizations.”

Mr. Sassower is a member of Kirkland’s Executive 
Committee and is a partner in the Restructuring 
Group. He focuses on representing debtors, 

creditors and distressed or special situation investors 
in bankruptcy cases, out-of-court restructurings and 
acquisitions.

Mr. Sassower remarked, “Law firm support of the 
Appeal allows Lawyers Alliance to continue providing 
meaningful pro bono opportunities to business and 
transactional lawyers and help nonprofits make 
a positive impact in people’s lives.” Kirkland is a 
longtime Lawyers Alliance supporter and Kirkland 
partner Christine Okike is Board Treasurer.

This annual appeal helps Lawyers Alliance provide 
legal services and educational resources to 
strengthen nonprofit and community organizations 
that provide housing and human services, operate 
and advocate for programs promoting social justice 
and equity, increase economic and educational 
opportunities, and promote community arts that 
are improving the lives of low-income and disad-
vantaged New Yorkers. 

Lawyers Alliance thanks the following firms that 
contributed $1,000 or more to the Law Firm Appeal 
running July 2020 through June 2021:

Jon A. Ballis

Edward O. Sassower

Allen & Overy LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Bernstein Litowitz Berger  

& Grossmann, LLP
Blank Rome LLP
Brown Rudnick LLP
Cassin & Cassin LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Clifford Chance US LLP
Condon & Forsyth LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dechert LLP
Dentons US LLP
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Duane Morris LLP
Epstein, Becker & Green, P.C.
Eversheds-Sutherland (US) LLP
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goldfarb & Fleece
Goodwin Procter LLP
Goulston & Storrs PC
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Herbert Smith Freehills LLP

Herrick, Feinstein LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Holland & Knight LLP
Jackson Walker LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
Joseph Hage Aaronson LLC
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Klehr Harrison Harvey  

Branzburg LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Linklaters LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
McDonald Hopkins LLC
Milbank LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Nixon Peabody LLP
Noerr LLP
Offit Kurman
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP

Patterson Belknap Webb  
& Tyler LLP

Paul Hastings LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  

& Garrison LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart  

& Sullivan, LLP
Richards, Layton & Finger, PA
Robinson & Cole LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Rosenberg & Estis, P.C.
Schiff Hardin LLP
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  

& Flom LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Venable LLP
Watson Farley & Williams LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
White & Case LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP


